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IT’S easy to dismiss the new 
supermoto version of  
Spanish firm Rieju’s 50cc 
Tango as another slightly 
anonymous teenage tear- 
away, but there’s much more 
substance to it than that.

First, styling is distinctly 
bolder than the average six-
teener supermoto. It’s bold 
and funky, and almost like a 
trials bike in places – espe-
cially in the shape of the tank 
and seat. The radial brakes 
are impressively OTT – as is 
the massive wavy brake disc. 

In fact, on specs and style 

alone, the little Rieju doesn’t 
lag far behind my ZX-10R 
superbike. And it’s for that 
very reason that it’s such a 
best seller in Spain.

And, surprising as it may 
sound, despite its puny 50cc 
my impressions of the Tango 
SM improved even more 
once I’d kicked the  
little two-stroke single cylin-
der engine into life. The 
flashy, digital clocks com-
plete with mini computer, 
come to life (great for 

Size doesn’t matter RIEJU TANGO 50 
SM
Cost:   £1899
Power (claimed):  2.15bhp
Torque (claimed):  2.2lbft
Dry weight (claimed):  101kg
Available:   Now
Colours:  Blue, white, red, black.
Insurance group:  2 (of 17)
Fuel capacity:  5.5 litres 
Seat height:   830mm
Rake/trail:  24.5 º/177mm
Wheelbase:  1305mm
 
TECHNICAL SPEC
Engine: Liquid-cooled 50cc (40.3 x 
39mm) single cylinder. Six gears. 
Chain drive .Chassis: Steel cradle 
frame. 37mm non-adjustable Paioli 
conventional forks. Single rear 
shock non-adjustable. Brakes:  
Single 260mm front discs with two-
piston calipers. 220mm rear disc 
with single-piston caliper.
Tyres: 100/80x17 front.130/70x17 
rear.

SPECS

It only takes one to Tango

Tango punches above its weight

2009 KX250F, £4899
NO fuel injection, but all 
other KX450 updates and 
revisions are present and 
correct on the new 250, 
available now. 

These include new 
bodywork, chassis, DLC 
coated front forks, 
reduced off-set and 
engine modifications 
including a cylinder head 
with improved porting, 
lightweight titanium 
valves and a tapered 
titanium exhaust. 

And, as you’d expect, it 
has the same visual 
dynamic impact.

Performance doesn’t 
disappoint either. Starting 
a four-stroke has never 
been easier. In fact, the 
new KX250F is easier to 
fire-up than a 125cc two-
stroke. The kick-start 
action is ridiculously light 
and effortless. 

And as for how it goes, 
well, all we can say is that 

‘There’s a 
noticeable zip 
in the engine 
over 7000rpm’

McDonald’s car park kudos). 
The six-speed gearbox is 
fairly smooth. Our test bike 
had been de-restricted with 
the 30mph baffle-plate 
removed from inside the 
exhaust. And head-down, 
with a trailing wind and the 
poor little engine revving to 
9800rpm I achieved an  
indicated 49mph.

Or, to put it another way: 
the engine pulls cleanly, you 
don’t need to rev it too hard 

Bold funky styling gives the appearance of a trials bike  

More-than-adequate 50cc engine can take the bike to 49mph 

in busy city traffic and if you 
want to buzz along there is a 
noticeable zip in the engine 
above 7000rpm, too. 

Overall, there’s little to 
criticise. The sidestand is a 
spring-up style one, and the 
seat is harder than a granite-
effect kitchen worktop. 

But the Tango SM is com-
petitively priced – so much 
so that it’s hard to see where 
Rieju have cut corners. More 
importantly (especially con-

The KX450F has possibly the best motocross engine yet

KX250F has got all the updates from the bigger bike

you really need to get a test 
ride on one of these babies 
because words cannot 
describe how good the 
KX250F really is. 

It’s so grunty that the five-
speed box might as well be a 
four-speeder, with first 
binned because it was too low 
to be any use. 

In third gear, however, it 
was just astounding and 
seemed to pull from nothing. 

The power delivery is so 
strong and smooth it 
doesn’t feel like a 250 at all 
– it just kept on pulling. 

What’s more, the new 
KX250F handles superbly, 
too, with Showa 
suspension units front and 
rear that are more than up 
to the task. And just like the 
KX450F, it turned with 
immense precision. Just 
awesome!

No denying the 
aggressive styling

240mm wavy rear disc

sidering the teenage market 
it’s aimed at) it looks funky 
and has all the little extras 
that make a bike cool. 

The engine is adequate, 
the handling isn’t half bad 
and it’s fun. Which is why, if 
I was 16, it would be right at 
the top of the list of bikes I 
was asking Santa for.

KX250F surpassed 
all of our tester’s 
expectations

Good fun until the 
parkie turns up...


